Shronell NS
Covid 19 Response Plan
Updated March ‘21
Our main aim is to prevent the risk of infection coming in to school and we cannot do this
without your help!
YOU SHOULD NOT, UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES, SEND YOUR CHILD TO SCHOOL IF THEY
HAVE:






Cough – this can be any kind of cough, usually dry but not always
Fever- high temperature over 38 degrees Celsius
Shortness of breath
Breathing difficulties
Lack of smell

These are the most common symptoms of COVID-19, however If you are in any doubt whether
you should send your child to school or not, please err on the side of caution.
If a child or staff member, or any member of their household, is experiencing these symptoms,
please do not attend school. If your child is experiencing any of these symptoms while at
school, you will be contacted immediately. Your child will be cared for in isolation where they
will remain until they are collected. They must be collected as soon as possible. Please ensure
that your contact details are up to date and provide an emergency contact also. The HSE will
inform any parents of children who have come into close contact with a diagnosed case.

Measures in Shronell NS to keep your child safe:

1. Each classroom will be considered a bubble or cluster. This means that classes will be
confined to mixing with only their own classroom grouping. This includes break time and
no whole school activities such as assemblies will take place. Each classroom will be a
bubble. Contact between bubbles will be limited.
2. Within each class, the children will be grouped into pods which will be distanced from
each other as much as classroom space allows. Children from 3 rd-6th will be required to
stay in their pods and keep socially distance from other pods. Each pod will be 2m apart
in the classroom, where possible. Given some of our classroom sizes, this may not be
possible in every room, but staff will endeavor to keep the pods as far apart as possible,
within the classroom. These children will sit, work and play together. They will stay in
the same pod for a number of weeks.
3. Children from junior infants to 2nd class are not required to physical distance. Children
3rd to 6th are expected to keep a distance of 1m where possible.
4. Ventilation: windows will be open as fully as possible when classrooms are not in use
(e.g. during break-times or lunch-times (assuming not in use) and also at the end of each
school day) and partially open when classrooms are in use. This guidance provides that
good ventilation can be achieved in classrooms without causing discomfort, particularly
during cold weather.

5. Face-shields/masks/coverings: Every staff member will be provided with a face-shield
and access to disposable masks. It is the responsibility of the staff member to decide if
they wish to wear this or not. In some settings within the school, it may not be suitable
for the staff member to do so.
6. Hand Hygiene: Children will perform hand hygiene regularly during the school day. Soap
dispenser have been installed in all toilet areas. Before returning to school we ask all
parents/guardians to show their child the correct way to wash and dry their hands. At
various times during the day, pupils and staff will be requested to wash their hands.
These times include:
- entering the school in the morning
- entering and exiting the school during break times
- before eating

- after going to the toilet
- when hands are physically dirty
- after coughing/sneezing.

7. Hand sanitizer: dispensers have been installed throughout the school outside each
classroom and entrance/exit. Children can have their own sanitizer if they wish, as some
people are allergic to some brands of hand sanitizer. If this is the case, we ask pupils and
staff to bring their own hand sanitizer to school. Any visitor to the school will be
required to hand sanitize when entering and exiting the school.
8. Temperature check/Purchase of thermometers: One of the most common symptoms of
COVID-19 is a fever, which is indicated by a temperature over 38 degrees Celsius.
Therefore, we ask all parents/guardians to check the temperature of pupils before and
after school every day. If your child presents with symptoms during the school day, the
school may use a non touch thermometer to check your child’s temperature.
9. Children will be required to use their own resources where possible ie pencils, rubber,
topper etc and sharing of resources, particularly from 3rd-6th will not be allowed.
10. Regular cleaning of common areas: Staff will maintain a regular cleaning routine of all
resources and materials that will be used by different pods or classes. Where necessary,
items of school equipment will be isolated for 72 hours prior to being used by a different
pod/class. Steam cleaners have been purchased by the school to disinfect areas/toys.
Areas that are most commonly used throughout the school, such as door handles and
taps, will be cleaned daily. The school will be cleaned, following all government
guidelines, advice and checklists, every day. Cleaning in the school has been increased
from 3 days to 5days per week. Children may be asked to wipe down their table and
chair at the end of the day.
11. Yard space: Playtime at lunch and break is one of the most important parts of the school
day. Each classroom grouping/bubble will be given their own yard section to play on.
Pupils will not be allowed to enter another classes yard space for any reason, other than
to access the toilet. There will be no shared equipment on the yard.
12. Lunch Boxes: Make sure that your child can independently open and close their lunch
box, bottle. Choose lunch boxes, bottles that are easy to clean, as they will need to be
cleaned frequently.

13. School uniforms and clothing: Given current circumstances, it is very important that
school uniforms and clothing are changed daily after school. To ensure that pupils
clothing is safe each day, the school requests that the schedule below is followed:

Monday, Wednesday & Friday:
Tuesday & Thursday:

School Uniform
PE tracksuit

14. Shoe laces/velcro: Children should have appropriate clean footwear and these should be
cleaned regularly. Children should be able to tie their own shoe laces/velcro where
possible.
15. Coats: Pupils should be able to put on their own coats and coats should be cleaned
regularly.
16. School bags: School bags and pencil cases should be washed regularly. Where possible,
children should leave their pencil case in school for school use only.
17. Visitors to school: Shronell N.S. has an open door policy to all in the school community
who wish to visit the school. However, this year, anyone who wishes to visit the school
will have to make an appointment with Geraldine. No entry to the school will be
permitted without a prior appointment. Visitors will have to sign a record book (contact
tracing log) at reception for contact tracing also.
18. Communication with teachers: We ask all families to use the traditional methods of
phone call, email and homework diary to communicate with teachers.

19. Pupils with underlying health conditions: The parents/guardians of any pupils who may
have underlying health conditions, should notify the class teacher and the school
principal, so that we can discuss measures for your child. In most cases, the classroom
teacher will liaise with the parent/guardian regarding the measures they can put in
place for the pupil.
20. Foreign travel/contact with those who have been abroad: We ask parents of students
who have been abroad or been in contact with anyone who has been overseas in the
last 2 weeks to please contact the school and inform them of this. Any family or staff
member that has been abroad will be asked to isolate for two weeks or provide a
negative COVID test, before they can return to school.

21. Return to school form: All families and staff are asked to complete the form and return
it to the school before the school year commences. Do not hesitate to contact the
school with any questions you have regarding this form. This form can be emailed
(preferred option), posted to school or dropped to school and left in the post box beside
the main entrance to the school.
22. Cough and Sneeze etiquette: We would ask all parents/guardians to teach your child
how to cough and sneeze safely. Show your child how to cough or sneeze into their
elbow or a tissue and talk to them about the importance of putting the tissue into the
bin afterwards, and washing their hands.

All measures will be reviewed regularly by the school staff and management.
As mentioned above, please understand that these measures are being put in place for all our
safety. If there is anything you wish to discuss please feel free to do so at
shronellns.ias@gmail.com

How can you help?
•

Parents are asked not to congregate outside the school at drop off or collection times.
Parents are asked to wait in their cars until they see their child waiting in the yard.

•

Take your child’s temperature before coming to school and ensure their hands are
clean.

•

Do not enter the school grounds, unless prior permission to do so has been granted by
the principal

•

Communicate with your childs teacher should be requested via the office 062 55189/
shronellns.ias@gmail.com

•

Make payments to school via the online payment system

•

Do not allow your child to bring any personal items, which are not necessary for school,
in to school ie toys, teddies etc

•

Do not loiter around the school at drop off and collection time. It is strictly set down and
go at all times.

